
Ellie Adder, Private Investigator  
The Case of  

Meteors & Movie Stars  
 

 

Today’s adventure has Ellie staying at a fabulous, desert hotel and involved with movie stars and 

meteors. It’s 1939 and mystery blows in with the desert wind. 

Link to the story: The Case of Meteors & Movie Stars 

After listening to the story, what are your reactions to it? Did you see any interesting historical, 

social or political themes in the story. Write your replies below. 

 

 

 

Here are several questions for you to answer. Please use any library or digital resource available to 

you to research your answers. 

 

1.  The story takes place at a (now) historic hotel in Winslow, Arizona. The Rancho la Posada was 

designed by architect, Mary Elizabeth Jane Colter. Ms Colter also designed other buildings in the 

Southwest. Three questions:  

 

 a. What was unusual about a woman architect in the early twentieth century? 

 

 

 b. What buildings, other than Rancho la Posada, did Ms Colter design? 

 

 

 

b. Find another woman architect from the early twentieth century and what buildings did she 

design? 

 

 

 

2. Ellie interrupts her train trip from California to Texas at Rancho la Posada. It’s not mentioned in 

the story but Ellie is travelling on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe “Super Chief” train. Do you 

think it’s unusual that a train has a special name? Find another 1930’s train that had a special 

name, find a photo of it and what route did it follow 

 

 

 

3. In the story, the author of the book, Shea O'Liath, is upset about how his story is being adapted 

for the movie. Mr O’Liath is told by the director that he has no legal right to control how his 

story is adapted because he sold his rights to the movie company. Find another real-life movie 

based on a book where the book’s author was upset about how his/her story was adapted for a 

movie. 

 

 

 

Discuss your answers. Further, the Ellie Adder stories are set in time periods in America that are 

quite different from today’s world. Are there any ethical or stereotypical issues that the story raised 

for you? 

https://youtu.be/Otbyit2g-q0


Resources 
 

Train Travel 

 

Ellie would travel by several trains to get from San Francisco to 

Texas. She would begin with the Southern Pacific "Noon 

Daylights" train between San Francisco and Los Angeles. Then, 

she would switch to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe “Super 

Chief” train to Texas. This route passes through Winslow, 

Arizona where Ellie leaves the train for her next adventure at 

Rancho la Posada. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Chief  

La Posada 

La Posada is a real hotel that still operates right beside the 

Santa Fe railroad tracks in Winslow, Arizona. In 1939, it was 

one of many famous Harvey Hotels that offered deluxe 

accommodations near train stations across the country.  

For some reason, many, many Hollywood movie stars 

stayed at La Posada in the 1930’s and 40’s. I guess 

Arizona was a nice stopping place between the East 

Coast and Hollywood. 

The hotel was designed by Mary Elizabeth Jane Colter, 

who also designed six buildings on the South Rim of 

Grand Canyon National Park. Jason and I stayed there 

once. It’s a magical place really. Lovely restaurant. Each 

room named for a movie star that stayed there. Trains 

go by just 50 feet from the gardens. At night the desert 

cools off a bit and the wind blows softly.   

 Story of the hotel - https://laposada.org/history  

 Info on Mary Colter - https://www.nps.gov/grca/learn/photosmultimedia/colter_index.htm  

 History of the Harvey Hotels - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Harvey_Company  

 Musical Film about working at a Harvey Hotel with Judy Garland - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Harvey_Girls  

 

The Meteor Crater Controversy  

 

There is no small meteor crater but since the actual big 

one is privately owned, we did not want to make the real 

owners into bad guys. Also, the story needed a source of 

conflict and two craters fit the bill. On right: Jason at the 

big meteor crater. It’s about 20 miles west of Winslow.  

https://meteorcrater.com  

 

20 Literary Adaptations Disavowed by Their Original 

Authors, Emily Temple, Literary Hub, 2018. 

https://lithub.com/20-literary-adaptations-disavowed-by-

their-original-authors  
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