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The Case of  

The Sign of the Chimes 

 

 

Today’s adventure involves secret documents and double agents high in the sky over San Francisco 

in 1939. 

Link to the story: The Case of the Sign of the Chimes 

After listening to the story, what are your reactions to it? Did you see any interesting historical, 

social or political themes in the story. Write your replies below. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are several questions for you to answer. Please use any library or digital resource available to 

you to research your answers. 

 

1. Early passenger air travel. The airplane was developed in the early years of the 20
th

 century. 

Locate an early person or company that developed a business that offered to carry passengers 

via air. 

 

 

 

 

2. Radar is an important tool for seeing solid objects in the night or in foggy conditions. Ships and 

airplanes use radar to safely avoid hazards to navigation. Radar is used to track satellites and by 

the military to aim projectiles such as guided missiles.  

 a. Find a description of how radar works.  

 

 

 

 b. What are the similarities and differences between radio, radar and a microwave oven? 

 

 

 

3. Espionage is the human activity of finding out the secrets of others. These secrets may be of a 

business process, a patent or a government policy. Find a story about espionage from the 1930’s 

or 1940’s.  

 

 

 

 

Discuss your answers. Further, the Ellie Adder stories are set in time periods in America that are 

quite different from today’s world. Are there any ethical or stereotypical issues that the story raised 

for you? 

 

https://youtu.be/y1-EdU6dEoY


NOTES 

 

Pan Am China Clipper. Martin M-130 (NC-14716)  

 Photo 1 – M-130 Clipper at Miami seaplane port 

 Photo 2 – In-flight sleeping berths 

 Photo 3 – 1939 terminal at Treasure Island 

 

Pan Am’s clipper 

passenger service 

from San Francisco 

to Honolulu began 

in 1936 and by 

1939 was a well 

established service. 

It was expensive and the planes often flew with few passengers. 

Carrying the US mail helped to cut the losses. The Martin M-130 

flew at about 130-140 MPH so the approximately 2500 mile trip 

took about 18-19 hours on average. The clipper would leave 

Honolulu around 3pm and arrive in San Francisco about 11am. 

Flight times would vary due to weather and wind. In 1939, one of 

the hangers served as the terminal. After the world’s fair closed in 

1940, a proper terminal building was used. 

 

 

 

History of Pacific Seaboard Airlines 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_and_Souther

n_Air_Lines  

 

Pan Am's 1939 Seaplane Port on Treasure Island 

https://www.panam.org/audio/106-treasure-island-

fabled-gateway  

 

Photos from the 1939-1940 Golden Gate 

International Exposition 

http://ronhenggeler.com/Newsletters/2018/2.2

7/Newsletter%20-%20Copy%20[5].html 

 

Radar - RAdio Detection And Ranging – Coined by the US Signal Corps in 1939 while working on 

radar for the US Navy. Many nations were working on radar in the 1930’s and its utility in war 

was obvious. The Navy established radar posts on the island of Oahu, near the Pearl Harbor 

Naval Base in 1939 so research and development would be an on-going activity and people would 

want to keep their progress secret. Development was done by the US Government with several 

private companies as contractors. Our imaginary Caldwell Electronics would be one of these 

contractors. 

 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opana_Radar_Site 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radar    

 

Minox camera – A small camera (see photo) often used by 

spies. Designed in the 1920’s and produced in the 1930’s. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minox  
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